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Module Aims: To promote understanding of the discipline of sociology, including social 
policy for children, young people and families and the complexities of childhood and society. 
 
 

Intended Learning Outcomes 
 
At the end of this module, using academic writing conventions, including Harvard referencing, 
students will be able to: 

 
1. Discuss the multi-faceted context of society and the changing nature of the family. 
2. Examine key concepts of sociology and social policy in relation to families and 

childhood. 



3. Consider the assumptions and prescriptions of social order and its impact on children, 
young people and families. 

4. Examine issues of citizenship, rights and responsibilities. 
 

 
Assessment: 
 
Essay which will involve the examination of the key concepts of sociology and social policy 
which relate to families and childhood, and takes into consideration the prescriptions of social 
order, citizenship and the multi-faceted context of society. 
 
Assessment 

number 
Learning 

Outcomes 
to be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Word count (or 
equivalent if 
appropriate) 

1 
 

All Essay 100% 3,000 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
Sessions will comprise of the presentation of on-line materials, case studies, group work, 
practical activities, review of DVD material and peer discussion. Students will be expected to 
make full use of the University’s library and VLE to enhance their study. 
 
 

Syllabus Outline: 
 

 What is sociology – studying childhood and family 

 What is a child/childhood? 

 The social construction of childhood 

 Generational relationships and childhood agency 

 The ‘otherness’ of childhood 

 Socio-historical development of childhood 

 Images and representations of childhood 

 Folk stories and fairy tales 

 Childhood and the state 

 Childhood in a global perspective 

 The institutionalisation and scholarisation of childhood 

 The working child 

 Family ideology 

 Family diversity 

 Sociological perspectives of the family – consensus theory, conflict theory, critical view 
theory, postmodernism 

 Family matters: health 

 Family matters: poverty 

 Family matters: education 
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